Value:  10 Points
BSCOM234: Foundations of Interpersonal Communication
Rubric for the Week One Assignment: Using Language Effectively
Option: 700 to 1,050 Word Paper
	Writing Mechanics – 20%

	Requirement:
	Unsatisfactory
	Progressing
	Satisfactory
	Excellent
	Score

	Spelling/Grammar, Sentence Structure and Punctuation:  10%
	More than 14 concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	At most 14 concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	At most six concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	Two or less concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	

	
	<2.9
	3-6.9
	7-8.9
	9 - 10
	

	Paragraph and Paper Structure (uses roadmap), APA Form and Style: 10%
	More than 14 concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	At most 14 concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	At most six concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	APA style is applied to references and in-text citations. Paper is written in APA style to include a conclusion section with a heading. A roadmap to the rest of the paper is used in the first paragraph.  Two or less concerns noted in the body of your paper.
	

	
	<2.9
	3-6.9
	7-8.9
	9 - 10
	

	Writing Mechanics Percentage:
	

	Total Writing Mechanics Points:
	

	Content – 80%

	Requirement:
	Unsatisfactory
	Progressing
	Satisfactory
	Excellent
	Score

	700 to 1,050 Word Paper

13%
	Less than 559 words
	Between 559 and 480 words that relate to the topic
	Between 699 and 560 words that are on topic
	At least 700 words that build on the paper’s theme
	

	
	<9.1
	9.1 – 10.3
	10.4 – 11.6
	11.7 - 13
	

	Understandably Described a Situation in Which You Had Trouble Listening

13%
	Did not identify a situation in which you had trouble listening.
	Identified a situation that was not appropriate for the assignment.
	Identified an appropriate situation that was not adequately explained or discussed.
	Clearly discussed an appropriate situation as the focus of how barriers interfere with communication.
	

	
	<9.1
	9.1 – 10.3
	10.4 – 11.6
	11.7 - 13
	

	Two or More Barriers Identified

13%
	Identified one or two listening barriers not mentioned in course materials and/or barriers were not appropriate for the situation discussed.
	Identified one listening barriers mentioned in course materials using the terms from those materials that were appropriate for the situation discussed.
	Identified two listening barriers mentioned in course materials but not using the terms from those materials.  Barriers were appropriate for the situation discussed.
	Identified two or more listening barriers mentioned in course materials using the terms from those materials that were appropriate for the situation discussed.
	

	
	<9.1
	9.1 – 10.3
	10.4 – 11.6
	11.7 - 13
	

	Explained Barrier Function and Contribution to Inability to Listen

13%
	Identified barriers are not defined, explained or discussed.
	Only one barrier is defined, explained or discussed.
	Defined the discussed barriers. How the barrier(s) functions or obstructs listening is not discussed or is not discussed in proper context. 
	Explained and discussed identified barrier function or obstruction in context of the situation.
	

	
	<9.1
	9.1 – 10.3
	10.4 – 11.6
	11.7 - 13
	

	Identified Coping Strategies

13%
	Developed one or no strategies to cope with the identified barriers. 
	Developed at least two strategies to cope with the identified barriers. 
	Developed at least one strategy to cope with the identified barriers. 
	Developed at least two strategies to cope with the identified barriers. 
	

	
	<9.1
	9.1 – 10.3
	10.4 – 11.6
	11.7 - 13
	

	Explained How Coping Strategies Lower or Eliminate Barriers

15%
	Did not use appropriate reasoning or evidence from scholarly or academic materials to explain how this one strategy will work to eliminate the barriers.
	Did not use appropriate reasoning or evidence from scholarly or academic materials to explain how these strategies will work to eliminate the barriers.
	Clearly explained how the strategy will work to eliminate the appropriate barriers.
	Clearly explained how these strategies will work to eliminate the appropriate barriers.
	

	
	<10.5
	10.5 – 11.9
	12 - 13.4
	13.5 - 15
	

	Writing Mechanics Points + Content Points = Percent:                        
	

	Total Points:
	

	Grade: 

Late Assignment Reduction:

Final Assessment:    
	


Comments:

Organizing & Executing Questions:

Was the assignment completed as the level of complexity required in terms of word count, organization and complexity of evidence or reasoning presented?


Did you identify the listening barriers?  

Did you expressly identify at least two listening barriers?

Did you use the terms from the course materials to identify these barriers? 

Did you develop two strategies that would allow you to cope with these barriers? Did you explanation how these strategies will work to eliminate particular barriers?

Did you use in-text citations and references to fully document the sources you used? Did you use academic (textbooks or other course materials) or scholarly sources (usually from a journal)?
Are your grammar, spelling, sentence structure and punctuation correct?  

Given the requirement in the syllabus, was this paper written as a short APA style paper with an introduction and conclusion?

I recommend reviewing the APA Sample Paper available at the UoP Center for Writing Excellence.  You can access it several ways including:

· From the “classroom” click on the Center for Writing Excellence link in the Academic Resources menu toward the bottom of the right side of the Class Home page
· Under the Student Materials heading, click Center for Writing Excellence link

· Under the Tutorials and Guides heading click on the Visit Tutorials and Guides >> link
· On the Tutorials & Guides page find the APA Information heading and click on the APA Sample Paper: Undergraduate and Master’s link
· This will bring up the current version of the APA Sample Paper which you can then review and, if you wish, save
· Or you can use this URL: 

https://ecampus.phoenix.edu/secure/aapd/CWE/pdfs/APA.UOPX.SamplePaper.UndergradandMasters.pdf
An introduction should do an excellent job of introducing the topic or thesis of the paper. An introduction can be improved by including a “roadmap” to the rest of your paper.  A roadmap lets the reader know how your paper will proceed by providing a creatively integrated outline.  A roadmap at its most basic is a list of the topics that will follow in your paper. Perhaps a sentence or two is used to list or convey the topics covered in each of the following paragraphs in the order of their appearance. You can be creative in performing this task. The idea is to give the reader a pattern that their brain can begin to process and that will be a key to the understanding and utilization of the information in your paper. 
Grading Scale                                                                                                                    

	Grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-
	F

	Percentage
	95+
	90-94
	87-89
	84-86
	80-83
	77-79
	74-76
	70-73
	67-69
	64-66
	60-63
	<60


